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Why Mr. Overstreet will not accept Plotinus's mysticism at its face value, 
I cannot understand. He would not, I fancy, find in Nirvana, or Brahma, 
or the Silence of Meister Eckhart, attempts to formulate the Hegelian Cate- 
gory of Spirit. But these are the concepts most germane to the One, and it 
is in the motives which inspired them that we most nearly approach the sources 
of Plotinus's inspiration. The mystic One may be an irrational and impossible 
concept, but that does not mean that it is purely negative and barren, or that 
Plotinus did not entertain it. It may not work well as it stands with the 
rest of Plotinus's system, but that does not mean that it is something else in 
disguise. It is a mistake to try to rationalize Plotinus (if interpretation in 
the light of the Hegelian "Idea" can be called rationalizing), at a point where 
Plotinus is so frankly super-rational. It increases not our understanding, 
but our misunderstanding of a system which is already complex and obscure 
enough. One cannot but regret that Mr. Overstreet did not devote himself 
to unravelling and tracing to their respective sources in the philosophic and 
religious influences of the day the varied and conflicting thought which are 
tangled in the Enneads, rather than to coloring with a German dye what is 
but one of the many threads in the web and woof of the Plotinian system. 

B. A. G. Fuller. 

Harvard University. 

Uber den Willensakt und das Temperament. By Narziss Ach. Leipzig, 

Quelle & Meyer, 191 o. — pp. xi, 324. 

This book is the author's second experimental study of will. The first was 
entitled Uber die Willenstatigkeit und das Denken, and appeared in 1905. It 
has enlarged our knowledge of the neural tendencies influencing the course 
of ideational processes by adding to the reproductive and perseverative ten- 
dencies the determining tendency. The function of the determining tendency 
is, according to Ach, to control and regulate the purposive course of mental 
events, especially of thought and action, and thus to emancipate us to some 
extent from the purely associative trend of ideas. The determining tendencies 
are defined as "unconscious dispositions issuing from an idea of end, directed 
toward certain future impressions, and eliciting the spontaneous occurrence 
of determinate ideas." 

The problem of Ach's new book is the qualitative and quantitative analysis 
of the dynamic aspect of voluntary actions. The procedure is a combination 
of two methods employed in the study of memory, viz., Ebbinghaus's method 
of learning and relearning, and G. E. Miiller's method of right associates. 
Thus, by frequent repetition distributed over several days, an observer forms 
strong habitual associations between members of series of nonsense-syllables. 
Afterwards he must break them up by voluntary interference, that is, by re- 
sponding to any presented syllable not with its immediate successor in the 
series, but with a new nonsense-syllable formed according to a prescribed 
determination to make a rhyme or to transpose the letters of the presented 
syllable. After each experiment careful systematic introspections were 
required. 
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In the qualitative analysis of will-acts Ach distinguishes between their 
phenomenological and their dynamic aspect. The former contains four factors 
or moments. (1) The concrete moment of a will-act consists of strain sen- 
sations that may occur in any part of the body. (2) The objective moment is 
the idea of end, sometimes present in verbal form, sometimes only as a Be- 
wusstheit or abstract, non-imaginal awareness of the meaning or relation of 
the idea. (3) The active moment is the most important of all, because as a 
self-conscious intention to will or to do something it gives to will the stamp 
of self-activity. (4) The attitudinal moment involves the Bewusstseinslage or 
attitude of effort. 

The quantitative analysis deals especially with the dynamic aspect of will 
and refers to the degree or extent to which the will has realized its end. Here 
the strength of the determination to rhyme or transposition is measured by 
the number and distribution of repetitions which previously established the 
opposing tendency to reproduce the succeeding member of the series. This 
force or energy of the will to overcome opposing tendencies depends upon 
various factors, e. g., the intensity of the active moment, the nature of the 
opponents and such elements as may reinforce them, the various kinds and 
degrees of individual difficulties connected with different determinations, 
and the nature and number of factors supporting a certain determination. 
Hence the final realization of the end may occur with various degrees of 
completeness or elaboration, or it may be delayed, or sometimes entirely 
miscarried. After frequent repetition of the same voluntary action it may 
become abbreviated or even almost automatic. 

A short chapter on feelings and temperamental dispositions concludes the 
book, which to the reviewer seems to have been turned out with more haste 
than care. The introspective analysis might have been carried much farther, 
especially with psychologically trained observers; some of the new and fre- 
quent terms call for more rigid definitions; and a sharper separation of facts 
from theoretical assumptions and implications seems desirable. A fair criti- 
cism of methods and results from the standpoint of systematic psychology 
cannot be given until the third part has appeared which promises to deal with 
the origin of the motive to will or to intend something. 

L. R. Geissler. 
Cornell University. 

Kant's Ethics and Schopenhauer's Criticism. By M. Kelly. London, Swan 

Sonnenschein & Co., 1910. — pp. 208. 

This little book is a companion volume to the author's Kant's Philosophy 
as Rectified by Schopenhauer, published last year and noticed in this Review 
(Vol. XIX, pp. 93 f). The more definite character of the problem treated in 
the present monograph is perhaps responsible for the partial absence of the 
dogmatic tone and manner which rendered Dr. Kelly's first treatment of 
Schopenhauer's criticism of Kant's philosophy of little value from the tech- 
nical point of view. Not that the present book is altogether free from these 



